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PART I : SECTION (I) - GENERAL
| Government Notifications |

L.D. - B. 59/41 IIL
THE FISHERIES AND ACQUATIC RESOURCES ACT, No. 2 OF 1996

Regulation made by the Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Development under Section 61 read with Section 44 of the fisheries and .
Acquatic Resources Act, No. 2 of 1996. i .

INDIKA RUPASINGHE GUNAWARDENA,
Minister of Fisheries and
Acquatic Resources Development.

Colombo,
25th March, 1996.
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Regulations.
1. These regulations may be cited as the Old Dutch Canal and Mundal Lagoon Fishing Regulations, 1996 and shall apply to—
(@) the part of the Dutch Canal starting from the Palavi Bridge running through the Mundal Lagoon up to the southern end of the Mundal
Lagoon and; ‘ .
(b) the Mundal Lagoon.

2. No person shall use trap nets and drag nets in the area described in.regulation 1.

3. No person shall use drift nets of a mesh size below 5.1 centimetres (2 inches) for the purpose of taking of fish in the area described in
“regulation 1. ’

4. The Fisheries Extension Officer, Puttalam or any authorised person by him shall remove any types of gear operated in contravention of
these regulations.

5. In these regulations —
“District Fisheries Extension Officer” means an officer appointed for the district within which the Dutch Canal is situated;

“Dragnet” means any of the three types of nets described below:—

Kadippuwa.— (a) Consisting of a bag and 2 wings the length of which varies from 5 to 6 metres (16t0 20 ft.) and is made of 1.6 cm. (5.8")
mesh nets. The lower edge of the net is weighted and each of the two ends of the wings are attached to a pole. Each pole is held by a
fishermen and two men drag the net through the water.

(b) nets with smaller meshes, and

(c) nets with larger meshes. v

The normal height of the net is about 2 metres (6.5 ft.) and the length is about 50-100 metres (164-328 ft.) depending on the

number of net pieces needed to construct the net. Nets with meshes of 1.6 cm. (5.8”) are used for small fish and nets with
‘meshes of 12.6.cm. (5”) for large fish. Two groups of persons drag the net; ’

_ “Drift net” means any rectangular shaped net in which the fish is caught either by gilling or ’cntangling;
«Dutch Canal” means the artificial water course partly running through the Mundal Lagoon for inland navigation from Puttalam to Colombo;
“Mundal Lagoon” means the lagoon situated in the North Western Coast extending from Puttalam to Udappuwa;

“Trap Net” means a trap made out of ‘Bata’ strips (a variety of bamboo) or “Indi’ strips (a variety of palm) erected in the lagoon, set to catch .
fish and prawns and consist of a trap and a fence. ) '
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