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Please find the attached PhD position amouncement under Sri Lanka - Norway Bilateral Project

Phase III.

Dha*rmika stunga
Adr{itional Sec:".tary (Fish.rnes Resour,re Managen.ent)
For Secretary

5te /orf>"ze'aa DPh l>

D
o 0^lJ\.

t
(\ 0

1
9')

zr! O6 c-C?ss 51j5.!re.s
ere!)rtsjxl). cJrsi)€a l0

q6! GEur,rD6ri'
rr6{lanr6u66r{,, 616[(Sriq I 0

New S€cretadat
Maligawalla. Coloilbo l0

":\.

- 4€o-
15 mv zrm

I

Director General -National Aquatic Resouces Research and Development Agency

Director Genera.l - Department of Fisheries and Aquatic Resourees

Ph.D. Position AnnouncemeBt: SJi Larka - Nor'way Bilateral Proiect

Accordingiy. -vou are kin<ily requested t,; putrlish ii:,s announc.il,lent in your institute"

For informatior-, and necess:ily actions please.
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The main objective ofttre bilateral prcjed is to aim for.stablishing management practices for
sustainable fisheries in Sri Lankan waters. The successful candidate will use an

interdisciplinary approach including acoustics and biological data recorded during fisheries
independent surveys (collected during local and RiV Dr. Fridtjof Nansen cruises) and

biological sampies ofthe commercial catches to build time series and conducl data analyses.

Further, the candidate will work with Noru'egian sandeel acor"rstic data obtained u,ith research

vessels in combination with fisheries catch data. The parallel research in Sri Lankan and

Norwegian waters will enable the applicant to broaden the scope necessary for sustainabie

fishery management. In the absence oftrawl data from the fisheries independent surveys, {he

applicant will primarily use acoustics and commerqial catch data to conduct survey time series

anatysis for management advice. The candidate chosen for the PhD position should have

background knorvledge in statistical survev and sampling planning. fisheries acoustic. and data

analysis, including abundance estimation. Further, experience in participation in surveys rvill
be an added qualification required for this position-

The successful candidate will mainlv be attached to the Marine Biological Resources Division,
NARA, rr ith regular .'ollaboraliof with the Petagic Fish rcsearch group at the Inslitute of
Marine Research. Norway. The nonrinee will be supervised by up to 3 highly qualified experts

in the research field fr,rm tMR and UiB, Nor*'ay. The applicant is required to start n,i later

than August 2025, and the position is contingent on successful enrolment in the PhD-program
ofthe University ofBergen within 2 months ofthis starting date. The presence ofthe candidate
in Bergen, Nona'ay, for compulsory course e,ork at the lJniversity ofBergen is required.

Required qualilications

A Bachelor of Science (BSc) degree with Second-Class Honours in Biology, Fisherles
& Marine Sciences or in reiated fields
A completed Master's degree (MSc) in the field of Biology, Fisheries. Marine
Sciences or in reiated fields, including courservork and a thesis, or an equivalent
educational background
Applicants llith upper secondary education fiom a recognized univetsiry in the

Nordic counlries. EU i EEA or Srvitzerland are cxempt
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PhD position: Combined use of lisberies dependent and independent survey
data lor monitoring data-poor fish stocks

About the position

The National Aquatic Resources Research and Developmenl Agency (NARA), Sri Lanka. has

a vacancy for a 3-year PhD position. The position is placed under the bilateral project

"Improved management of the marine resources in Sri Lanka, Phase III 2025-2028", a

collaborative research project betneen the Institute of Marine Research (IMR), Norway and

NALA. Sri Lanka. The candidate rvill be registered as a PhD candidate at the Universir)* of
Bergen lUiB). Norway and * ill be panially indea Uftle bilateral project.



of documentifig English proficiency. English proficie*c,v requirements could also be

documerted yia English Language standardized tests e.g. TOEFL, IELTS

Desired skills

. Experiance in fish biology and ecology

. Expsrience in acoustic monitoring offish

. Skills in statistical analyses e.g. basic programming R skills or similar programs

r Strong practical, analytical and writing skills (in English)
. Ambition to publish high-quality articles in peer-reviewed joumals

r Abilitr to work independently and e$ectively;x a member of an interdisciplinary
scientific team

. Goal-oriented and pro-active on progr€ss reporting

We offer:

A challenging, crealive, and international working environment vrithin one of
Europe's leading marine research institutions
An exciting project in a strong scientific environment

Fully covered travels to Norway (up to 2 trips), in total up to 7 rnonths per year;

length of stay in each ofthe two periods is flexible; the stay period in Norway may be

shortened depending on the study plan/field work
Monthly allowance of ca. 735.000 LKR will be paid for accommodation and living
e.ipenses duri. rg the stay ir Norway
Project witl assist in finding accommodation in Norway during the period ofthe
candidate's sra',,

PhD trainirg component

The selected PhD oandidate has to fuIfiil 30 credits within the 3-year period at the UiB,
Norway. These credits consist of the iollowing elements:

. Courses, research courses, specialized programs:20-22 credits

. Theory of science and ethics: 5 credits (mandatorl)

. Dissemination including presentation at an international conference: 3-5 credits

,ddditional information

A committee consisling of three representatives from NARA" IMR, and an irdependent

University will evaluate and rank the applicants. Preference will be given to candidales

/a

For additional general information see the below given link:
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involved in the bilateral project. The prqect is committed to create an inclusive environment

that values diversit-v and gender balance. hence, encourage all appropriate candidates to apply.

Note that a 2"d Ph.D, position will be announced later in 2025 for the candidate to start in

January 2026.

For more information and questions on the application process' contact Dr. Prabath

Jayasinghe (Head, Marine Biotogical Resources Division, NARA, Colombo l5), mobile + 94

7r 44r5788; prab*th ia."a;inghe:ii r,ahoo.com

Applications should be submified electronically via email to Dr. Prabath Jayasinghe with the

following attachments through official channel. ,
. Cover letter summarizing relevant skills and motivation to apply for the position (l

page)

' CV (summarizing education, posilions and academic/researrh work and scientific

publications)
o Certified copies ofthe Bachelors and Master's degree certificates, transctipts of

records

r Two letters of recommendation
. A copy oIthe Master thesis

. Copies ofpublications and academic/research work that the applicant wishes the

evaluation committee to consider

o Names and contact details of2-3 references (name, relationship to the candidate, e'

mail and telephone number)

Deadiine: l"tJul.n., 
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